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BISHOP NICK SEES 
PLIGHT OF CALAIS 
REFUGEES

WALKING 
WITH GOD

FUNDS HELP DEVON COMMUNITIES MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE
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Work in schools, work with children 
with special needs, support for 
refugees, administrative support 
for churches and training for visitors 
to nursing homes were among the 
successful bids for the fund.

The grant scheme was set up to 
support locally-led initiatives which 
aimed to make a difference to the 
lives of their communities.

Member of the fund scrutiny panel 
Annie Jefferies explained how the 
projects were approved. “A group of 
four people from each Archdeaconry 
assessed the applications on a twice 
yearly basis. The assessment criteria 
were underpinned by the diocesan 
priorities of growing in prayer, 
making new disciples and serving 
the people of Devon with joy.”

22 projects were successful 
including initiatives to:

• support service development 
for primary and secondary 
school aged children and 
their families, including 
increased prayer space events , 
development of Messy Church 
sessions, Godly Play and follow 
up for families after baptism.

• undertake more outreach 
work with children with 
special needs

• support Syrian refugees 
settling into a local 
rural community

• organise administrative 
support for 11 rural churches

• To undertake local training 

for family and adult workers, 
including pastoral care in 
nursing homes, residential 
homes, and home visits 
including follow up after 
weddings and funeral services.

Three of the successful projects 
will make a presentation at this 
month’s Diocesan Synod. Further 
details about the projects are on our 
website: www.exeter.anglican.org

Annie said: “This has been a 
wonderful initiative providing 
opportunities for churches to 
serve and care for more people in 
their communities.”

Over 20 community projects 
across our diocese received 
grants from the £250K Growth 
and Mission Fund established 
in 2015. Here we find out how 
the money has been spent…

A project to set-up a Messy Church combined 
with Godly play sessions and prayer events 
received funding in Sampford Peverell.



BISHOP SARAH
FAREWELL
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The Bishop of Plymouth, the Rt Rev Nick McKinnel saw first-
hand the plight of refugees at Calais. Bishop Nick travelled to 
the French coastal town with a charity Safe Passage that helps 
migrants and refugees, who have a legal right to enter the UK, 
to reach safety. The refugee situation in Calais has not made 
the headlines since the evacuation of the jungle camp by the 
authorities in 2016 and yet refugees in need of help are still 
there. To see Bishop Nick’s full report go to the news section on 
our website: www.exeter.anglican.org

BISHOP NICK SEES PLIGHT
OF CALAIS REFUGEES

NEW GROWING THE RURAL CHURCH TEAM MEMBER
Sarah Cracknell has joined the Growing the Rural Church (GtRC) 
initiative as their Project Officer. Sarah has many years’ experience 
in community development work and working with vulnerable 
and marginalised groups in the community as well as working on a 
wide range of projects.  She has a passion for supporting others to 
achieve things they think seem impossible and loves exploring fresh 
expressions of church in today’s culture. She has lived in Devon for 
20 years and when not working she can usually be found looking 
rather muddy somewhere on the coast path with her two dogs.

Devon’s official farewell to Bishop Sarah, 
will take place in a service of Choral 
Evensong at 4pm in Exeter Cathedral on 
18 March. Sarah will be the next Bishop 
of London. All are welcome.

The School bus project offers education to child 
refugees as young as ten around Calais

GUILD CELEBRATE 100 YEARS
Bishop Nick joined members of the Chapter of our Lady, Star of the Sea and St 
George in Plymouth, as they marked their centenary. A special cake was made to 
mark the event. There are four Guild Chapters in Devon. They exist to encourage 
altar servers. Guild member Michael Bennett said: “We do this for the glory of God.”



Farmer’s wife Christine 
Chandler from Chumleigh is 
well aware of the challenges 
and stresses involved in 
the farming industry and 

her personal experience led her to 
become a volunteer with the Farming 
Community Network.

The Farming Community Network 
(FCN) is a voluntary organisation and 
charity that supports farmers and 
families within the farming community 
through difficult times. There is a 
network of over 400 volunteers across England and 
Wales.

Christine explains that she was brought up, a farmer’s 
daughter, in Oxfordshire, before marrying and 
moving to Devon with two small children 30 
years ago. A difficult family situation, as well 
as feeling isolated in the move, her husband 
working 7 days a week, financial challenges 
and the worries, all added up and Christine 
ended up suffering with chronic migraine as 
well as severe eczema.

Then there was a visit to Barnstaple by a group 
from the Torronto Blessing movement in Canada 
and Christine explained: “I went to the meeting as an 
observer but the next morning I woke up as if I’d been 
seeing the world in black and white. I wanted to know 
God and He became so real.” 

Christine was then healed when the local curate 
felt compelled to pray for her and, as her relationship 
with God grew, she felt called to become a Reader and  
was licensed in 2001.

Christine’s husband Sam was already going to church 
but also had a fresh encounter with God. Christine adds: 
“We both know how much knowing God has helped us 
through some very difficult times and want people to 

know the love of God.”
The pair now enjoy organic 

farming and have 10,000 chickens 
and an Aberdeen Angus herd.

FCN in Devon are working to 
build up links with Young Farmers, 
particularly with regard to mental 
health, because the rate of suicide 

among young farmers is very high. Christine is one 
of a number of volunteers who visit to offer practical, 
emotional and spiritual help if requested.

She finishes: “Knowing God gives you hope as you 
experience his love and goodness. He knows us and is 
walking with us. We hope that people will know that as 
we walk with them.”

The Farming Community Network Helpline number 
is 03000 111 999 or details can be found on their  
website www.fcn.org.uk

WALKING 
WITH GOD

“I wanted to 
know God and He 
became so real.”
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Farmer’s wife Christine 
experienced God in a 
profound way and wants to 
help other farmers with the 
challenges they face. She 
volunteers with the Farming 
Community Network and 
tells us more…

Christine and husband Sam 
on their farm in Chumleigh



As I write I have just handed over the 
presidency of the Mid Devon Show.  My 
two years with the show, first as President 
Elect then as President, have been a 
joy.  The 2017 show could have been 

remembered for mud but it will be remembered for the 
way the community came together to put on a show 
which not only showed the best of our agriculture but 
also of our rural communities - resilience, perseverance 
and a generosity of love.

Much is said today about the Church; and it is true 
there has been a loss of culture Christianity and church 
attendance has changed but like the mud that is not 
what I will remember Devon for – but rather resilience, 
perseverance and a generosity of God’s love. 

Churches across Devon remain rooted in the love of 
God which they have found in Christ Jesus, Christians 
have found a new confidence to be able to speak about 
God and churches are engaging creatively with their 
communities reflecting the love of Christ Jesus.

I have learnt that if we want to share the love of 
God we have found in Jesus we need to be people of 
prayer, we need to plan how we share God’s love, that 
it is often the simple things which make the biggest 
difference and we should not be afraid to ask people 
‘what can the church do for you?’.

Those who are good at making cakes are baking for 
others and starting up coffee mornings for those in 
their villages.  Those who are able to pick up litter are 
loving their towns and putting aside a week end to tidy 
it up.  Those who have space in their churches are giving 
it up for mums and toddlers.  Those who are able to 
chat to people are giving their time up for Food Banks 
or Street Pastors.  None of this is rocket science but it is 
planned and it is generous and it takes perseverance.

And the Church in Devon is growing – maybe only 
green shoots but it is growing.   So ‘Be of Good courage, 
and He shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in 
the Lord’ Ps 31:24

The Rt Rev Sarah Mullally
Bishop of Crediton
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Farewell from 
Bishop Sarah
Be of Good courage, and He shall 
strengthen your heart, all ye that 
hope in the Lord Ps 31:24


